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SBA Awards Ceremony
Clossey Stresses Partnerships at SBA Awards Dinner
Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) Executive Director Harold Clossey and other area economic development professionals gathered in Waterville May 30 to honor the Maine SBA’s Business owners of the year, including David Whitney, who received the Jeffrey H Butland Family Owned Business of the Year Award.
“As a native of Washington County, everybody knows somebody in business whether it’s a carpenter or a blueberry grower. My father was in business for many years, and taught me a great deal of respect for the small businessperson,” said Clossey, a former counselor with the Downeast Business Alliance.
“By working with our partners at SBA, Coastal Enterprises, and WHCA, SCEC has helped entrepreneurs build on their successes, and access an even greater knowledge-base,” added Clossey, “We are all in a position to help one another succeed, and build relationships that strengthen our economy in Down East Maine.”
During his ten month tenure as SCEC Executive Director, Clossey has increased the accessibility of business service providers in Washington County. In December, SCEC hosted the Grand Opening of the CEI Women’s Business Center (WBC) which shares office space with SCEC. And earlier this year, SCEC teamed up with the SBA to provide training to area bankers on new SBA sponsored loan programs. 
“Our doors are open,” explained Clossey, “Herb Thomas of the Bangor office of SBA uses our facilities to offer business counseling services in the area as well. It’s a dynamic relationship which we all have a part in.”

Clossey joined SCEC on September 11, 2006, replacing long-time Executive Director Dianne Tilton, who resigned in July to pursue an opportunity in the private sector. SCEC is 501(c)3 nonprofit run by a 15 member Board of Directors from business, government, health-care, agriculture, transportation, and the educational services sector. For more information, please contact SCEC at 255-0983, or visit their website at www.sunrisecounty.org
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