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Machias – Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) Executive Director Harold Clossey and Board Chair Ed Plissey attended the annual meeting of the Maine Association of Nonprofits (MANP) in Portland on April 28. MANP helps nonprofit leaders across the state strengthen their organizational capacity and outreach.
“It’s nice to know you’re not alone,” Clossey said, “I started with SCEC in September, and will be the first to admit that there’s a steep learning curve in the non-profit world. This was the perfect opportunity to look at what we’re doing, and see how effective we are as an organization.  It’s validating, also, to know that you are on the right track in many ways, while realizing there is always room for improvement in any organization.”

The annual statewide meeting offered seminars in Strategic Planning, Meeting Fundraising Challenges, Creating Healthy Boards and Staffs and Positioning Nonprofits for Attention and Funding.  
“I share Harold’s enthusiasm,” Plissey said, “We both have a lot to learn, but I think this conference was very productive. Harold has a lot of enthusiasm and wants to make an impact.”
Clossey added that an important component for success is working with others in our region,  “We have many talented and dedicated people doing great work across Washington County and to ensure our success, we all need to continue networking, collaborating and partnering.”

Alan Brooks, founder and Executive Director of the Quoddy Regional Land Trust in Whiting was a featured presenter for the “Meeting Fundraising Challenges with Creativity and Aplomb” work session, which included key ingredients for organizations to accomplish fundraising success.
Down East attendees at the MANP annual gathering included: Harold Clossey, Executive Director of Sunrise County Economic Council, Calais; Penny Guisinger, Assistant Director, Next Step Domestic Violence Project, Machias; Tim King, Executive Director WHCA , Milbridge; Alan Brooks, Executive Director, Quoddy Regional Land Trust, Whiting; Gerry Bryan, a volunteer with WHCA, Milbridge;  Joe Perkins, Small Business Specialist, WHCA, Milbridge; Diane Tilton, Senior Development Specialist, RHR Smith and Company of Machias; Anais Tomezsko, Mano en Mano, Milbridge; and Ed Plissey, Board Chair, Sunrise County Economic Council, Machiasport.
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