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Washington County Government Unveils New Web Site

Washington County Government became the latest of Maine’s 16 counties to go online with the launch of its new website, www.washingtoncountymaine.com February 1st. The site, developed by Will Tuell of Sunrise County Economic Council (SCE), features an in depth look at each department of county government, a locally developed municipal guide, and business and tourism related info from all across Washington County.

“It’s important that people know what county government does,” asserted Tuell, SCEC’s Communications Manager and native of East Machias, “You hear it all the time. Nobody knows who the commissioners are, or what Probate Court does. It’s time that changed.”
The Commissioners agreed, and hired SCEC to design the site as part of an economic development initiative. SCEC began the project last March, and has been working on it ever since. 
“I want people to know this wasn’t designed in Augusta,” said Tuell, “It was purely a local initiative, designed, drafted, and put forth by local people who have a vision for Washington County.”

Each department of Washington County Government including the Sheriff’s Department, Treasury, Registry of Probate, Registry of Deeds and Emergency Management, assisted Tuell in the site development with bios of elected officials, descriptions of each department’s responsibilities, and information on how they serve the people.

“Everyone has really gone the extra mile to get this right,” Tuell said, “Sheriff Smith met with me about the site, even though he’d only been in office a couple weeks. Probate has been sending me lots of information. Same goes for Deeds. The County really wants this.”

But the site isn’t all about county government. It features a complete directory of municipal officials indexed by town, offering local residents a quick way to get in touch with their elected officials on all levels. School boards, planning boards, boards of selectmen and appeals boards are included, as are meeting dates, and office hours. 

Tuell urged local officials to help maintain the site by submitting up to date information. “There are dozens of towns in Washington County. We can’t maintain a resource like this without local support. Please take a few minutes and look at your community page. Send me your corrections, additions, or revisions, and I will ensure they’re made. Citizens, businesses, and visitors can all benefit from having this data online.”
Feedback on the site can be sent to feedback@washingtoncountymaine.com 
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