FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TO:

Local Media Contacts


FROM:
Destination: Washington County 2009 & Beyond Committee


DATE: 
July 24, 2009
RE:

Countywide Alternative Energy/Tech Expo Slated for Sept. 25-26 
The Destination: Washington County 2009 & Beyond committee is moving ahead with plans to hold Washington County’s first ever alternative energy and telecommunications expo at the Lee Pellon Center in Machias on September 25-26. An evening reception on 25th will feature Paul Gaynor, President of First Wind, as the keynote speaker.   The daylong event on September 26 will showcase vendors from Washington County and from across the state, with demonstrations taking place throughout the day.
“The goal of Destination Washington County is to make businesses, residents and other vendors aware of technologies that can make substantial differences in residents’ quality of life and prepare the County for a new century of innovation and energy independence,” Axiom Technologies’ Susan Corbett said of the initiative, “Broadband access removes the handicap of [travel]-time and distance. Alternative energy options provide choices for residents to make their energy dollars produce a maximum return. The cost of fuel adds an additional level of expense to most purchases, one that could be eliminated were the product home grown.” 
“Destination” is a collaborative effort between Axiom Technologies, the Machias Bay Area Chamber of Commerce (MBACC), Northwest Mutual Financial Network, Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC), the Town of Machias, Washington County Council of Governments (WCCOG), and other community stakeholders who share our belief that Downeast Maine’s alternative energy and telecommunications initiatives need to be recognized for their contribution to Washington County’s economy and way of life. 
“Alternative energy and telecommunications infrastructure are both proving vital to Washington County’s economic future. Alternative energy providers – wind, tidal, LNG – have invested millions of dollars into the region, and are the future employers of our region,” said SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey, “Without a firm telecommunications infrastructure which includes improved broadband, high speed internet access as well as dependable cell phone coverage, businesses can not adequately compete in today’s global economy.”
Machias Town Manager Betsy Fitzgerald explained that the expo will expose area residents to advances in alternative energy technology, and that moving away from traditional fossil fuels is much more cost effective than it used to be, even five years ago. 
“There has been so much progress in terms of miniaturizing and reducing the cost of things that people who, maybe five years ago, looked at putting solar panels on the roof said ‘I can’t afford that’.  Now they’re are going back and looking at them again because they cost half of what they cost five years ago. I think people need to realize that that has happened and that there are cost savings. There are tax credits people can get for putting in new windows or alternative energy heat sources. If nothing else, this is an opportunity for people to come see these things, touch them, and talk to people who know how to install them.” 
Fitzgerald went on to say that the Town of Machias has helped organize the expo because it will show people that Washington County can be a leader in alternative energy and telecommunications technologies.  

“It was literally an opportunity to present some options to people here in Machias but also in the entire county. One of the responsibilities that municipal government has is to present options. I want people to hear and see the options and the benefits.” 

Vendors include Axiom, Bangor Savings Bank, CES Inc, Efficiency Maine, Machias Savings Bank, R.H. Foster, and USDA Rural Development and the Washington County Development Authority. To register as a participant or vendor, or to find out more about the expo, visit www.destinationwc.org. 
