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SCEC Honored for Leadership Institute
On January 15, the Maine Community Foundation (MCF) presented Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) with the 2009 Elizabeth Noyce Award for Nonprofit Excellence in recognition of the success and leadership of the Washington County Leadership Institute (WCLI).  The ceremony coincided with the start of WCLI’s 2010 (Xi) Class. According to Peter Taylor, Vice President of Program Development & Grantmaking Services at MCF, “This year’s theme is strengthening community by building leadership, which is exactly what you have done so well.”
“There are many people and organizations who made this award possible,” SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey said. “our Board of Directors for recognizing the value of grassroots leadership 14 years ago and partnering with the University of Maine at Machias (UMM) to launch WCLI, the sponsors who have supported WCLI through thick and thin, and most of all, the 208 graduates who have used the friendships, networks and skills they’ve developed to impact their communities, Washington County, and across the state of Maine. The Noyce Award recognizes what we in Down East Maine have known for a long time –community leadership is essential in getting things accomplished.” 

Clossey was joined by Peter Taylor, county probate Judge Lyman Holmes who serves as chair of MCF’s Washington County Fund, UMM President Cindy Huggins, SCEC Program Manager Jennifer Peters, WCLI facilitator Linda Cross Godfrey, as well as alumni and participants of the 2010 Xi Class.
“The Maine Community Foundation has been a very strong supporter of the WCLI since the beginning, providing financial assistance for SCEC to take over coordination of the program back in 2002 and for a number of special projects that have taken place over the years.”

coordinator Jennifer Peters said. “Thanks to MCF’s Community Building Grant Program and donor advised funds, we have an updated WCLI database, an annual gathering and an easy to navigate website”. 
Participants of the 2010 (Xi) Class include Heather Andrews (Downeast Coastal Conservancy), Catherine Betz (Machias Savings Bank), Donna Cochran (Down East Credit Union), Kim Emerson (Axiom Technologies), Jim Howell (Downeast Communications), Alvion Kimball (Orland House Bed & Breakfast), Sara McConnell (Washington County: One Community), Natalie Michelle (Four Directions Dev. Corp.), Dale Miller (Machias Rotary Club), Bette Papke (Down East Credit Union), Lanette Pottle (Robbinston), Jonathan Ramsdell (Washington County: One Community), Jody Rose (Tales Told), Lea Sullivan (Katie’s on the Cove), and Mia White (The EdGE/Maine Seacoast Mission). 
SCEC would also like to thank the WCLI sponsors who, through their commitment and support, ensure the program’s continuation. This year’s sponsors include Bar Harbor Banking & Trust, Camden National Bank, the Eaton Foundation, First Wind, Leadership Maine, Machias Savings Bank, RHR Smith & Company, SCEC, the University of Maine at Machias, Washington County Community College, and the Washington County Council of Governments. 
WCLI runs from January to April of each year. For more information about the Institute, visit www.washingtoncountyleadership.org or contact Peters at 255-0983 or by email at scec@sunrisecounty.org. 
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