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SCEC Kicks off Annual Campaign
Machias Savings Bank Gift Kick Starts SCEC’s Annual Campaign
MACHIAS – Machias Savings Bank (MSB) President Ed Hennessey announced Thursday that the bank has donated $20,000 to Sunrise County Economic Council’s (SCEC’s) annual fundraising campaign. 
“The Sunrise County Economic Council is a vital link to the economic development of eastern Maine,” said Hennessey, whose bank has branches in six Washington County communities and employs 130 people from across Washington County, “We are proud to support such an important organization." 
Ed Plissey, chair of SCEC’s Board of Directors, outlined the Council’s fundraising goals. SCEC has set a target of $75,000 overall. In order to trigger a challenge grant of $15,000, they must raise at least that from first time donors or increased contributions over last year. 

“I think we’re off to a great start,” said Plissey, who also chairs SCEC’s Annual Campaign committee, “We have an ambitious goal this year. But we also have an ambitious agenda. People look to SCEC as a community leader much as they do Machias Savings Bank.”

In 1997, Machias Savings Bank pledged $100,000 to SCEC’s Endowment Fund. Senior staff members Paul Rudd, Larry Barker, and Dave Eldridge have each served on the SCEC Board of Directors; Rudd and Barker have each served as SCEC Board Chair, and Eldridge is currently the vice-chair. 

“Our relationship with MSB is strong,” declared Executive Director Harold Clossey, “The leadership values Mr. Hennessey ingrains in his staff are a model for Washington County, and SCEC.”

Clossey commended Dave Eldridge, MSB’s VP for Commercial Banking, as a valuable board member and friend.
“In my first year as Executive Director, I’ve learned a lot from Dave. He gives good advice that can only come through experience. He does more than come to meetings. He’s involved in our organization and has a strong conviction about our work. I can pick up the phone and call Dave anytime. We are more than colleagues, we are friends.”
Clossey highlighted other examples of the SCEC/MSB partnership:

“Thad Dolley [Assistant VP, Commercial Risk Manager] helps our Finance Manager Debbie Archer administer the SCEC loan fund. MSB co-sponsored an Small Business Administration (SBA) training with us in February, and I have worked closely with Scott Peasley [Assistant VP, Commercial Banking] on several issues. All of MSB’s employees work hard, and care about Washington County, that’s how we have developed a special relationship over the years.”
“Machias Savings Bank regularly sends their employees to the Washington County Leadership Institute (WCLI),” added SCEC Program Manager and WCLI coordinator Jennifer Peters, “They also sponsor WCLI. Scott Whitney [Senior VP, Retail Lending] is consistently one of the more popular speakers we’ve had.”
Contributions to SCEC are tax deductible and can be made online using Pay Pal at the SCEC website, www.sunrisecounty.org, or by contacting Clossey or Peters at 255-0983 during regular business hours. SCEC initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity in Washington County.
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