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Down East Nature-Based Tourism Initiative Launched
The Maine Office of Tourism (MOT) recently awarded the Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) funds to launch a nature-based tourism initiative in Washington and Hancock Counties.  This project, selected as one of three pilot programs throughout the State, intends to expand the tourism market by raising the public’s awareness of the region’s unique natural resources, heritage, and culture.  
Stakeholders will inventory our region’s assets, identify the most suitable destinations, and ultimately develop several “themed” itineraries for aggressive promotion.  SCEC will spearhead the initiative in Washington County, working in collaboration with Savory Bay Environmental Planning and Project Management in Hancock County.  Project leaders Harold Clossey (SCEC) and Sherry Churchill (Savory Bay) will work closely with the MOT, the Vacationland Resources Committee (VRC) of the Down East Resource Conservation and Development Council, and Down East and Acadia Regional Tourism (DART). 
SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey indicated that this initiative will build upon the work of the VRC and other local groups over the past decade. 

“We are very proud of the hard-work the members of the VRC have put into developing sustainable, nature based tourism resources in Washington and Hancock counties,” said Clossey, “The DESTINY 2010 report went a long way to getting the ball rolling.” 

A product of the VRC, the Down East Sustainable Tourism Initiative Year 2010, or DESTINY 2010, will be a guiding document behind the Down East nature-based tourism effort.  First produced in the 1990’s and last revised in 2004, the document is promoting sustainable tourism through economic development, ecological and cultural preservation, local coordination, and education.  The complete DESTINY 2010 is available online at www.downeastrcd.com/DESTINY%202010%20Final.pdf. 
“I am excited to be working with Savory Bay,” added Clossey, “Sherry brings a lot of expertise to the table, and can only complement our efforts to advocate for sustainable tourism Down East.” 
For more information or to contact us with your suggestions, the Sunrise County Economic Council can be reached at 255-0983 and Savory Bay at 667-9054.   
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