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SCEC Celebrates “A Time of Opportunity”
The Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) celebrated “A Time of Opportunity” at its 2007 Annual Meeting Friday, October 12. The event, hosted by Washington County Community College (WCCC) featured presentations from Lubec businessman Clayton Lank, Mano en Mano Executive Director Anais Tomezsko, UPC Wind Director of Project Development (Northeast Region) Matt Kearns, and Commissioner John Richardson of the Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD). 
“We had a wonderful evening,” Board Chairman Ed Plissey said Thursday, “It’s encouraging to see so many people from Down East Maine coming together to focus on good things going on in the region vs. doom and gloom.”
Richardson explained that it’s all about “attitude” when it comes to attracting business to Washington County while Kearns outlined his company’s $100 million wind project on Stetson Mountain Ridge in the Unorganized Territories, commending SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey as being a key player in introducing him to state, county, and local leaders. 
“Wind power is an exciting opportunity for Washington County,” Clossey said, “This project has the potential to stimulate our economy while balancing our need to respect the environment. If we can help do that, we’re doing our job.”

The project could generate wind power for over 27,000 households across New England, and help reduce escalating electric costs in some of the region’s hardest hit areas.

Tomezsko thanked SCEC for its support of Mano en Mano, a Milbridge area agency that assists migrant families as they integrate into the Washington County lifestyle. 
“Milbridge is one of the most diverse towns in the state,” Tomezsko told onlookers, adding that SCEC had helped sponsor students’ participation in English immersion courses, and helped provide Mano en Mano with housing assistance training over the past year. 

Lank, owner of Quoddy Mist Sea Salt spoke about the challenges he had faced getting his product to market, and SCEC’s role in helping small businesses develop their brand by providing a revolving loan fund. 

UMM President Cindy Huggins, an SCEC Board member, and WCCC President Bill Cassidy highlighted accomplishments their two institutions had made by working “cooperatively” instead of “competitively” over the past year. Both stressed the important role SCEC had played in encouraging training and educational initiatives on the county level. 

“We wanted people to see that this is a time of opportunity,” Clossey reiterated, “By working together with businesses, nonprofits, state and local government, and our higher education community, we can build Washington County from the ground up. It’s building common sense partnerships and finding common ground on tough issues.” 
Attendees were treated to a turkey dinner prepared by the Princeton Rod & Gun Club. Plissey, who thanked the board and staff for their commitment to SCEC, donated fresh Maine potatoes from his Aroostook County farm, as well as squash, turnip, and broccoli.

SCEC initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity in Washington County. For more information, call 255-0983 or visit SCEC online at www.sunrisecounty.org 
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