FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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DATE:            November 3, 2009

RE:                 SCEC Honors Business Counselor at 2009 Annual Meeting


SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey presents CEI Women’s Business Counselor Ruth Cash Smith with 2009 “Partner of the Year” Award Oct. 29. (Photo courtesy SCEC)

The Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) honored local business counselor Ruth Cash-Smith of the Women’s Business Center at Coastal Enterprises, Inc. (CEI) as “Partner of the Year” at its 2009 Annual Meeting at the Eastport Chowder House October 29. SCEC also paid tribute to outgoing Board Chairman Ed Plissey and welcomed two new members to its Board of Directors. 

“Ruth is not only a professional whom all the staff looks forward to working with every day, but also she shares SCEC’s goal of working to create economic prosperity Downeast,” SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey said in announcing Cash-Smith’s selection as Partner of the Year. “Since August 2006, Ruth has been responsible for creating or retaining nearly 70 jobs in Washington County, helping to start up 24 businesses, and assisting clients in accessing over $4.2 million in capital formation.”

Cash-Smith provides free business counseling services to area small and micro-businesses through the Women’s Business Center at CEI and the Sunrise County Business Resource Center (SCBRC) which are co-located at SCEC’s offices at the Machias Telebusiness Center.  

“I couldn’t be more honored to work with such a pro-active, professional organization,” Cash-Smith said. “It’s my deep pleasure to come in to my office at SCEC every day and work closely with such a dedicated group of folks.” 

SCEC also honored outgoing Board Chairman Ed Plissey for his service to the organization. Plissey will continue to serve on SCEC’s Board and annual fundraising committee through October 2010. 

“Ed is a great asset to the community and to SCEC,” Clossey said. “He’s always willing to pitch in and help out where he can. Both the Board and staff appreciate all Ed has done as Chairman and as head of our finance committee.” 

SCEC presented its 2010 Executive Committee: Roland “Skip” Rogers of Federal Marine Terminals will serve as chairman; Josh Bragg of CES, Inc. will serve as vice chairman; Chris Lyford of Machias Savings Bank will serve as Treasurer; and Shirley Erickson of the Maine Educational Loan Authority will serve as Board secretary. 

Bidding farewell to SECE board members Dick Fickett of Fickett Property Management in Cherryfield, Sen. Kevin Raye of Perry and Gary Willey Milbridge, Clossey welcomed new board members. Leola Carter of Bayside Shop ‘n’ Save in Milbridge and Karen Raye of Raye’s Mustard Mill in Eastport. 

Jake Ward of the University of Maine’s Office of Research & Economic Development delivered the keynote presentation on the potential of off-shore wind power generation in coastal Maine, and how it can decrease our dependency on fossil fuels and foreign energy imports. 

“Right now there’s an opportunity to start thinking about how we can develop off-shore wind on our own terms,” Ward said, noting that large-scale commercialization of off-shore wind is currently a long way off, given limitations in technology and transmission. “We need to focus on doing really solid experimentation, good testing, good environmental monitoring, and keep challenging ourselves to think about the best ways to use this resource.”  

Approximately 50 people attended the gathering at the Eastport Chowder House along the wharf in Eastport. 

SCEC initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity in Washington County. For more information, visit SCEC online at www.sunrisecounty.org, email scec@sunrisecounty.org or call 255-0983. 

