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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: DIANE SMITH-HALKETT, TIF ADMINISTRATOR AT SCEC – 255-0983
New TIF District program assists development in the UT


Grants and loans are now available for economic development in the Unorganized Territories of Washington County. The county’s new tax increment financing (TIF) district, created in concert with the development of the Stetson I and II wind power projects near Danforth, “captures” monies that will be used to assist businesses and organizations and create jobs over the next 30 years. The district was created by the Maine legislature for the benefit of Washington County in 2009. 


The Washington County Commissioners will make all final funding decisions for the TIF grant and loan programs. Sunrise County Economic Council, the county’s contracted economic development agency, will assist businesses and organizations that wish to apply for the funds. 

“This is an excellent opportunity for Washington County,” SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey said. “By working to strengthen the economy of our unorganized territories, we hope to strengthen the county’s economy as a whole. Stetson I & II are proof that our UT can play a major role in revitalizing the county’s economy.” 


Funding opportunities through the TIF program include: grants for the creation or expansion of nature-based tourism projects to enhance areas in the UT that have cultural, natural, or historic value; county matching grants for federal, state, and other agency development projects; planning grants for a variety of projects that would help build infrastructure; a commercial revolving loan program; and a capital project fund for large projects with urgent need (at the discretion of the commissioners). 

All requests for funds will be reviewed on a rolling basis; there are no specific deadlines. 


There are 34 unorganized townships in Washington County. A map and list are available on the county website, www.washingtoncountymaine.com. Preference for the nature-based tourism grants will be given to, in this order, full-time residents of the UT; property owners in the UT; residents of northern Washington County; and residents of other areas of Washington County. Applications will also be rated on the number of jobs to be created by a project. 

Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) is a private nonprofit organization that initiates and facilitates the creation of prosperity and jobs in Washington County, Maine. Founded in 1993, SCEC has designed and implemented long-range solutions to the multi-faceted economic and community development issues facing Washington County by crafting robust partnerships with area nonprofits, state and local government, and our diverse business community. Since 1998, this collaborative approach has generated nearly $220 million in funding for locally initiated projects, creating hundreds of jobs, and has helped distinguish SCEC as a champion for our region. 
More details and a common grant application are available on the county website at www.washingtoncountymaine.com. Interested parties may also email tifadmin@sunrisecounty.org or call SCEC at 255-0983.
