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SCEC Elects New Board Members
Grimes, McGaw Elected to Economic Council Board
Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) Executive Director Harold Clossey announced Thursday that Jody Grimes of Lubec Rental Properties and Darin McGaw of Washington County Community College were elected to the organization’s 15 member Board of Directors. 

“Jody and Darin bring a wealth of personal experience to SCEC. Their insight on local economic development issues will prove valuable,” said Clossey, “Jody has worked hard as a micro business owner and as a director of the Association to Protect and Preserve the Lubec Environment. (APPLE).  She will bring a non-profit perspective to the SCEC Board. Darin is a proven and tireless leader in the WCCC community and will help assert SCEC’s position as a countywide economic development agency.”

“Their combined energy, enthusiasm, and dedication to Washington County will be an asset to SCEC,” added Clossey,” We are thrilled to have them on onboard.” 

Grimes came to Washington County in 1980 as a student of UMM, and returned annually for vacations. Her attraction to the Lubec area only grew, as she returned for an extended stay in 1999 and ultimately moved here year-round in 2001. 

Grimes explained, “As I learned more about Washington County—its rich history, its inventive and tenacious people, and the challenges that it faces in the global economy—I fell more deeply in love with this wonderful place.”

Today, Grimes owns a fledgling rental business which started out as a hobby. 

“I did not expect occasional renting to turn into a going business; my goal was to rent about 6 weeks a year to help pay for the taxes and insurance. Before I knew quite what had happened, I was renting my house out for 15 weeks a year. Word got around town that I was doing very well and folks began knocking on my door, asking if I would manage their rental property for them. My second business, Lubec Rental Properties, LLC, was born in 2004.”

McGaw, Assistant Dean of Student and Community Services, has been with the Community College for fifteen years. An active member of the community, McGaw serves on the Board of Directors of the Down East Heritage Museum, and the Maine Community Foundation’s Washington County Fund as well as the Washington County Transition Team, which helps workers at the Woodland Mill when the mill is shut down. McGaw may be most closely identified with the WCCC “Polar Bear Dip”, which raises money for the Ronald McDonald House in Bangor annually. 

“It is with great pleasure that I join the board of Sunrise County Economic Council.  Representing Washington County Community College and its surrounding communities, I wish to provide input and support that furthers the cause of regional economic development.  The good work the Council performs will benefit us all.”

The Sunrise County Economic Council initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity in Washington County. For more information about SCEC, visit their website at www.sunrisecounty.org or call 255-0983.
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