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On January 11, Shelby Miller of the Eaton Foundation presented Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) with a $12,000 award for the Eaton Foundation’s Young Adult Scholarship Program.  This scholarship program which targets young adults aged 18-29 was formed in 2007 with start-up funding from Eaton, to provide financial assistance of up to $500 for Washington County residents attending training and/or certification courses, not covered by traditional forms of financial aid, which will increase their employability and career advancement potential. 

“The Eaton Foundation has continued to step up to the plate in an extremely generous and thoughtful way,” SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey said. “Washington County’s economy faces a lot of challenges. One of the biggest is retaining and training our young people so that they have the skills to get good paying jobs right here in Washington County. We have people here who want to work, who want to earn more money and provide a better life for their families, without leaving the area. Our young adult scholarship program can help them do just that.”

SCEC and Eaton created the program in 2007 with a focus on the health-care sector. Since then, the program has been expanded to include all sectors which require specialized training or certification. Scholarships have helped to pay for everything from Certified Residential Medications Aide to advanced automotive repair training. 

“These funds are critical,” Clossey added. “They come at a time when state government is faced with some tough budgetary choices. Businesses are feeling the pinch too. Training resources just aren’t there. Meanwhile the need for skilled local labor has only increased. Eaton has stepped in to help fill that void and, in doing so, shown a commitment to Washington County’s economic future.” 

Clossey concluded by thanking Eaton for its gift.

“On behalf of SCEC’s Board of Directors, we are very thankful to Eaton for this award. Without their continued support, it would not be possible to offer these scholarships to area residents. I would also like to thank our many partners, including the Calais and Machias CareerCenters who have helped spread the word about the program, and area businesses who have recommended their employees apply. These scholarships are a testament to Washington County’s ingenuity and commitment to ending the cycle of high unemployment rates and the outmigration of our greatest asset: our youth.” 

For more information about scholarship program, or to download an application, visit www.sunrisecounty.org/ or contact Jennifer Peters at 255-0983 or scec@sunrisecounty.org during regular business hours. SCEC initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity in Washington County. 
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