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SCEC Commemorates 15 Years of Service 
The Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) celebrated fifteen years of work with small businesses, municipalities, and area non-profits at their Annual Meeting October 28. The event, held at the Machias Savings Bank Community Room, featured as speakers County Manager Linda Pagels-Wentworth, UMM Professor of Marine Ecology Dr. Brian Beal, and Axiom Technologies CEO Susan Corbett. 
“We’ve been fortunate and lucky—lucky if you call hard work lucky—that there are several bright spots in the county this year, despite continuous doom and gloom that sometimes drowns out all the good stuff that’s going on,” SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey said, highlighting SCEC’s role in bringing countywide economic and community development initiatives such as the recruitment of market researcher Acrobat Research, the Washington County Leadership Institute, and efforts to develop a similar program for the county’s youth, “Not one of these was something that SCEC did alone…We play a very good leadership role, but we also play a very good supportive role to, and those are just as important.” 
Pagels-Wentworth spoke about SCEC’s tradition of grassroots economic development:

“SCEC has established a track record of representing the entire economic base of Washington County,” she said, “I think sometimes when folks from away try to represent us, they don’t understand all the little aspects of our economy. SCEC has a track record of including all those, whether it’s commercial fishing, shellfish harvesting, forestry, corrections, technology, manufacturing, health care, education, you name it  SCEC has been at the table for Washington County, statewide, and sometimes internationally.”
Pagels-Wentworth went on to say that SCEC has done more than “traditional” economic development, in that it has made an attempt to equip our future leaders with the skills to develop and implement local policymaking initiatives.
“One of the most outstanding initiatives of SCEC is their [support] of the Washington County Leadership Institute (WCLI),” she said, “giving present and future leaders of the county insights, tools and networks needed to grow a strong community infrastructure to enable Washington County to chart a successful course. They’re now taking it one step further with [a] youth leadership [course].”

Beal, who serves as Research Director for the Down East Institute (DEI), an applied marine research facility in Beals, highlighted SCEC’s role in helping build nonprofit capacity:

“We’ve been working with SCEC closely for the past couple of years,” Beal said, adding, “I’m really proud of the work that we’ve been able to do over the years, which is economic development through applied marine research and educational outreach.” 
Beal added that SCEC has helped DEI further its mission by providing increased nonprofit capacity that allows a small research staff to conduct projects and focus less on administration. 

Corbett added that Washington County’s historically adverse economic climate did not deter her from starting a small business when she moved to Jonesport in the late 90s.

“When I moved to Washington County in 1998, I didn’t see the negative effects. I didn’t see that this is the poorest county in the state, or that it had a depressed economy, or that there are a high number of people on some type of government assistance. What I saw was tremendous opportunity,” she said, adding that SCEC has helped make that “ocean of opportunity” more navigable.
“In guiding all of us in this ocean of opportunity that is out there for the taking, is Sunrise County Economic Council. Envision [SCEC] as a lighthouse in the ocean….what we see is the hard work and dedication that they have put forth to blend the bigger businesses, the small businesses, the cottage industry businesses, the financial institutions, our political delegation, our municipalities and all the rest, mixing us all together, each as important as the other. [SCEC] is the lighthouse of our community, committed to providing whatever assistance is necessary for all of us to achieve success.”
Board Chairman Ed Plissey thanked fellow Board members for their commitment to the organization over the past year. Plissey also highlighted the fact that over 50 businesses made first time or increased donations to SCEC’s annual fundraising campaign which closed out October 31. 

“I specifically wanted to thank the folks who have committed to providing financial help to us this financial year,” Plissey said, “there are 51 new contributors who are giving small amounts to help keep our ship afloat. We thank you very much, and we hope that our work during the next year will justify your confidence in the work that we do.”

SCEC initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity in Washington County. For more information, visit SCEC online at www.sunrisecounty.org or call 255-0983. 
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