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SCEC Expanding Scope of Young Adult Scholarship Program 
The Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) announced that it has received a generous grant from the Eaton Foundation which will provide scholarships up to $500 for Washington County young adults (18-29) who will be attending training and/or certification program that will increase their opportunities for employment or job advancement. Generally, no scholarship funds are available for students who need help financing these types of trainings This program is designed to help fill that gap.
“We targeted the health care sector last year,” SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey said, “and were able to help several area residents attend a Certified Residential Medications Aide (CRMA) course, increasing job skills for the employee and adding to the skilled workforce for employers. It’s a win on both sides of the equation. This year we wanted to expand beyond the health care sector, recognizing that there are a lot of young people who shouldn’t have to leave Washington County to find a higher-paying job.”

Clossey added that businesses across the county are looking for skilled workers who want to live in Washington County.
“The overriding factor is that we need to take a long-term approach to building a skilled workforce. That’s why it’s vital to reach young people just starting out in life. They may not have the funds to receive a specific training or certification program that will help them enter the workforce or advance in their current position. If we can help them earn more money where they work, or get a job in our region, that helps our county’s economy at a critical time. But, most importantly, it will help keep our young adults employed in Washington County by enabling them a way to fill job vacancies that need specific training, a win for both employee and employer.”
SCEC Program Manager Jennifer Peters said:
“Our goal is to remove barriers and widen the focus at a time when state government and many businesses are having to cut back or eliminate training funds. We’ve reached out to the CareerCenters in Calais and Machias to see where we can be most effective, but we also don’t want to this to be too exclusionary, or another one-size fits all program.” 
The grant also covers tuition for two qualifying young adults who want to participate in the Washington County Leadership Institute (WCLI), which begins its 2009 schedule January 16.

“Young people are often referred to as the leaders of tomorrow,” she said, “actually, they’re emerging leaders, who may not realize how much they contribute to their community or their workplace. WCLI shows everyone the value of collaborative problem solving, and the value of being a part of a strong network.”

Clossey gives special recognition and thanks to the Eaton Foundation for investing in the young adults and future of Washington County. “It’s great that the wonderful folks at the Eaton Foundation recognize and support the needs Down East by supporting a scholarship fund that will pay great dividends to the overall economic progress of our region. 

SCEC initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity in Washington County. For more information about SCEC’s young adult scholarship program, or the WCLI, contact SCEC at 255-0983 or email scec@sunrisecounty.org. 
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