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Machias Savings Bank Donates $10,000 to Economic Council 
Representatives of the Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) and Machias Savings Bank (MSB) announced last week that the bank, which has 13 locations statewide---with thirteen branches serving Washington County---and well over 130 employees in the region, has contributed $10,000 to SCEC’s Annual Campaign Fund.
“MSB and SCEC are firmly committed to building a brighter future in Washington County,” MSB President Ed Hennessey said, “We have a fine working relationship, and share many of the same values when it comes to creating jobs and prosperity in this region.”

SCEC has set a goal of $78,500 before September 30, 2008. To meet the 2008 CF Adams challenge, $15,000  of that goal must come from first time contributors or donors wishing to increase their gift over previous years. This Challenge Grant is generously provided by the CF Adams Charitable Trust, a private foundation that has been very supportive of SCEC and its work for several years.
“I think we’ll make it,” SCEC Board Chairman Ed Plissey said confidently, “Times are tough, but there are a lot of people who see the value in what SCEC does. There is no better time than now to invest in SCEC’s economic development work.”
SCEC Executive Director and Washington County native, Harold Clossey added that his organization has been working to ensure Washington County’s future by facilitating projects which will enhance its energy alternatives, transportation and telecommunications infrastructure, and invest in the county’s workforce. 
“There are some exciting things going on,” Clossey said, “Wind and tidal power are showing real promise with the success of the Stetson Mountain wind farm and ORPC’s tidal power pilot project in Passamaquoddy Bay. We’ve been working with Axiom Technologies to build upon and improve broadband internet access. We’ve participated in the AccessAtlantica Northeast Trade Corridor initiative, and we’ve worked hard to help bring companies like Acrobat Research to Washington County.”
Clossey also pointed out that MSB has been a critical supporter of the Washington County Leadership Institute (WCLI):  “MSB not only sponsors the WCLI but they have sent an employee each year since the Institute’s inception,” he said, adding, “They’ve done so because they understand that community networks are an important piece of the equation, and feel that their employees are most effective if they exercise good citizenship.”
Hennessey added that MSB takes a long-term view of the area’s economy, saying that SCEC has slowly built a reputation of being a valued community partner over the past 15 years.

“Where would this county be without the stewardship that SCEC advocates?” he asked rhetorically, “SCEC is strong partner. They are a reasonable voice in promoting and advocating for Washington County. Its staff doesn’t have an overly rosy or depressing view of the area, but a pragmatic, realistic belief in the businesses and people of Down East Maine. SCEC is proud of Washington County and love its people, its beauty, and its real sense of community.”

SCEC initiates and facilitates the creation of jobs and prosperity. To donate or learn more about SCEC, visit www.sunrisecounty.org, email scec@sunrisecounty.org, or call 255-0983. 
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