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“A Taste of Down East” SCEC 2006 Annual Meeting Theme
MACHIAS--Sunrise County Economic Council (SCEC) held their 2006 Annual Meeting October 19th at the former Cutler Base and currently the Beachwood Bay Estates and Cutler Commercial Development. “A Taste of Down East” was the theme for both the food and the presentations. Nearly 100 attendees, including business guests, representatives from Senator Olympia Snowe’s and Congressman Michael Michaud’s offices, the USDA, regional agencies and organizations, members of the Down East legislative delegation, SCEC Board of Directors and staff, were treated to a Down East Maine lobster fresh from the cold waters of Cutler Bay, a selection of Look’s Gourmet Food Company’s world famous chowders as well as salads. A beautiful assortment of smoke fish appetizers were graciously provided by Cooke Aquaculture while Raye’s Mustard Mill contributed a selection of their Gold Medal award winning mustards. Look’s Gourmet Food Company generously prepared the meal which was topped off by ice cream sundaes.  Jasper Wyman and Son provided the blueberries for sundaes and blueberry juice. The event was hosted by the co-developers of the Beachwood Bay Estates, Adam Meyer and Tom Manning. Tours were provided of the housing development before dinner to interested parties.
Celebrating positive economic development, the presentations provided overviews of exciting times in Washington County including legislative updates, local foods, technology, infrastructure, aquaculture and the former Navy base reuse. After a welcome and introductions from the SCEC Board’s out going Chair, Shirley Erickson, Cooke Aquaculture’s Director of Communications, Nell Halse, spoke of the company history, current plans and the salmon, stocked two years ago in the region, that will soon result in the creation of over 100 jobs in Washington County. When market ready, these salmon have a market value of approximately $60,000,000. Ms. Halse was accompanied by Mike Cooke, co-owner and COO; Lloyd Purdy, Maine Operations Manager; and Eastport Site Manager and SCEC Board Director, Dave Morang. Cooke Aquaculture has two Washington County locations with operations in Eastport and Machiasport.

Machias’ Axiom Technologies co-owner, Nelson Geel, presented a brief history of the company, its continuing growth, the fourteen jobs created since inception and how they are currently hiring more. Axiom is expanding broadband/wireless services in Washington County and growing by leaps and bounds, as they continue to bring service and information technology to underserved rural communities. As diners enjoyed their Down East meal, Look’s Gourmet Food Company, owner Mike Cote, Whiting, gave an update on Look's Gourmet Food Company, the nation's premium producer of all natural seafood soups and related shelf-stable products. Look’s currently employs 26 people in their Whiting facility and has recently added 12,000 sq. feet of warehouse space at the former Cutler Navy base, as their expansion into US and foreign markets continues. Cynthia Fisher, Cote’s business partner and wife, manned the stove - overseeing the chowder, salads and fixings as Mike spoke. After dinner and dessert, host and co-developer Adam Meyer shared the exciting story of the base redevelopment and how far they’ve come since the beginning by meeting all the challenges and making the site a Washington County success story, with more progress to come in the near future. Over 60 remodeled, modernized and refurbished former Navy housing units have been sold or are for sale on beautifully landscaped lots with waterfront, water views and more. A grocery store and gas station will open soon with other areas of expansion expected to follow. Senator Kevin Raye provided a legislative update, noting concerns about the impact of the state’s school funding formula on education and property tax relief in Washington County.  Raye recounted the Legislature’s passage of two Washington County racino bills vetoed by the Governor, and vowed to continue pushing for legislative recommendations made by the Washington County Economic Development Task Force.   Raye emphasized his opposition to new shorebird protection zones that impose a 250 foot setback on much of the state’s coastal property, and discussed a bill he has sponsored to overturn the new restrictions.
SCEC incoming board chair, Ed Plissey was introduced by out going chair, Shirley Erickson.  Plissey outlined his vision for SCEC in the coming year. New SCEC Executive Director Harold Clossey, Calais, thanked everyone for attending, the hosts and sponsors for their generosity, the presenters for sharing, the SCEC staff for planning, and all the federal, state and county representation attending, hoping that everyone realized some of the positive things that are happening in Washington County’s economy and ending by asking that everyone join him in helping to grow Washington County’s economy.
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